The Superpowers and the Middle East
internal affairs of the Soviet Union and we do not support any
section of the people there against another.61
Following the meeting of the eighty-one communist parties in
Moscow in November 1960, Soviet attitude towards the UAR
somewhat stiffened. Resolutions adopted there stipulated that full
communist support should be given only when the country con-
cerned carried out a consistent, anti-Western line on foreign
policy, pursued "progressive" internal reforms and gave local
communists complete freedom of action. The UAR government
was criticized for its anti-communist measures, especially the
harsh treatment meted out to the Egyptian and Syrian commun-
ists.62 The UAR had gone to the extent of banning the local com-
munist party. But her dependence upon the Soviet Union for
economic and military aid compelled her to modify her stand and
strive for a closer understanding with the USSR. After the Novem-
ber 1960 meeting of the eighty-one communist parties, the UAR
gradually modified its internal policy under Soviet pressure and
adopted "socialist** measures.
The visit of Premier Khrushchev to the UAR in May 1964,*2
on the occasion of the completion of the first stage of the Aswan
Dam marked a turning point in the Soviet-UAR relations. The
occasion was marked by a reaffirmation of the ties between the
two countries which Khrushchev hoped would grow stronger and
more profound. At the conclusion of Khrushchev's visit it was
announced that Russia had agreed to g£ve the UAR a long-term
fil Mansfield, 26n., p. 92.
**Mizan, vol. 1, no. 4, April 1959, Appendix, pp. 3-4.
63 One of the principal aims of Khrushchev's visit to the UAR in May
1964, was to seek President Nasser's support for the recognition of Russia
as an Afro-Asian power and of her claim to be invited to the Second
Bandung Conference—which was eventually held in Algiers. Khrushchev
was seeking Afro-Asian support against China while Nasser was attempting
to enlist Soviet support against the British in Yemen and South Arabia
as well as against Israel. Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, 15 May 1964.
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